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Literature for Units 20 - 24 
 

In Units 20-24 we will be studying Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank. This book is a true 
account of a Jewish family who hid from the Gestapo for over two years. This is not a novel, but 
an autobiographical account of a young teenager’s life during the war. In her diary, Anne 
discusses events from her daily life, from her academics, to deeper issues of her citizenship and 
who she was as a person. During the previous weeks, we’ve studied a fictional account of World 
War I from the perspective of German civilians, and now we move to World War II and the 
nonfictional perspective of Jewish refugees.  

Throughout the next five units, students will be taught the skills of annotation, and will be 
asked to annotate the story of Anne Frank. Students will also be keeping a journal of responses 
to the story, and will be asked to write journal entries from prompts and some free response 
entries. This study will culminate in each student writing a narrative essay based on their 
journal entries. 

Author Spotlight  

Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt, Germany, on June 12, 1929. When she was five years 
old, her family fled from Germany to Amsterdam in order to escape persecution. In 1942, the 
Franks went into hiding in an attic apartment. Anne called this the “Secret Annex.” She kept a 
diary until the day the family was discovered. She, her mother Edith, and her sister Margot 
were separated from their father and sent to the concentration camps. Anne died in 1945 of 
typhus, but her diary was preserved by a family friend. When Otto Frank, Anne’s father, was 
released after the war, he had her diary published. Anne’s diary provides a voice for the young 
people who perished in the Holocaust. 
 

For more on Anne’s life, please visit: 
http://www.annefrank.org/en/ 
Note: The above website offers a host of creative activities, informative articles, and 

enlightening pieces of art depicting World War II and the life of Anne Frank. 
 
 
 
 

Unit  20  –  Assignments  

 Read Unit 20 – Assignment Background. 

 Read Diary of a Young Girl entries June 12, 1942 – October 9, 1942. 
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Activity While Reading: Annotate as you read. 

● Draw a box around names of characters Anne brings up in her diary, and write (in your 
book or on a sheet of paper) at least three strong adjectives to describe each character. 

●Highlight or underline uncommon or unfamiliar words and record their definitions. 
Start with these words and move from there: ardent, blithely, melancholy, pogroms, 
hypochondriac, piqued, scullery, veranda. 

 Create a journal response to these questions. Use complete sentences. 
1. Describe the opening entry of Anne’s diary. 
2. Anne speaks a great deal about her family and how she feels about them. Write a 

journal entry of at least a paragraph about your own family. How do you interact with 
them? Are you the oldest, middle, or youngest? 

3. Anne describes laws which limit the freedom of the Jewish people. Discuss three of 
them. Why would it be hard for Anne and her family to live under those laws? 

4. Write about a time when you believed a situation was unfair. What happened? How 
did you respond? What does the Bible say about how to treat each other? 

5. Why does the Frank family go into hiding? 
6. Who is Peter? Highlight or circle any passages that talk about him. 
7. The families each bring different objects to the secret annex. What are some items 

that the Frank family brings, and how do they compare with the objects Mrs. Van 
Daan brings? 

8. Highlight any passages that describe how Anne is feeling about being in hiding. 
Speculate about how you would feel in her situation. Would you want to keep a 
journal? Would you be afraid? 

 

Unit  20  –  Assignment  Background 

To “annotate” a piece of literature means to take a deeper look at a text. Some forms of 
annotation include: circling new words and defining them in the margin of the text, putting 
boxes around characters names and writing down some description of the character, and 
highlighting interesting passages and writing down your thoughts about that particular 
passage.  

Annotating is a great way to be an “active” reader, one who participates in the reading and 
who applies his or her own knowledge to the text. Throughout these units, you will be guided 
through the process of annotation as it relates to Anne Frank’s work. 

 

 

 

Unit  21  –  Assignments  

Literature 

 Read Diary of a Young Girl entries October 14, 1942 – November 11, 1943. 

Activity While Reading: Continue annotating the diary. Make sure you mark any words 
that you do not know and write down their definitions. 
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Composition 

 Read Unit 21 – Assignment Background. 

 Choose two events that take place in the reading this week, and re-write them from a 
different point of view than Anne’s. You may use first person, second person, third person 
close or third person omniscient. Each re-written event should be a minimum of 2 
paragraphs. 

 

Unit  21  –  Assignment  Background 

A quick note about point of view: 
In literature there are several perspectives or points of view that a writer can choose when 

telling a story. 
 

 The two most common points of view (POV) would be: 
▪ First Person: You see the story through the eyes of one character. The narrative voice 

speaks in past tense; “I walked over to the sink and poured a glass of water.” My 
Brother’s Shadow was written in first person. Normally, in first person, you only get 
the deep perspective or inside thoughts of the person telling the story, as in Diary of a 
Young Girl. 

 

▪ Third Person Omniscient: You see the story through the eyes of all the characters. 
The story is told by a narrator. “She took her little brother to the store.” The narrative 
voice will jump from character to character to explain what each character in a scene 
is thinking or feeling. 

 

 Other points of view: 
▪ Second Person: When the narrative voice speaks directly to the audience as if they 

were in the story. “You can’t imagine what happened that night.” The narrative voice 
usually speaks through one character but still speaks to the audience. 

 

▪ Third Person Close: This is what is called a “familiar” version of third person. The 
narrative voice still says “he, she…etc.” but the story follows the POV of only one 
character in the story at a time. It is not as close as a first person point of view, but is 
a bit more modern than the omniscient narrator. 

 
 

 

Unit  22  –  Assignments  

Literature 

 Read Diary of a Young Girl entries November 17, 1943 – March 11, 1944. 

Activity While Reading: Continue annotating the diary. Make sure you mark any 
words that you do not know and write down their definitions. 

 

Composition 

 Another step to annotation would be response. As you read this week, choose a scene that 
Anne describes and respond to it. What happened in the scene? Why do you think Anne 
includes this scene? What emotions did you feel while reading the scene? What about the 
scene made an impact on you? 
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 Create a journal response to these questions. Remember to use complete sentences. 
1. How has Anne’s view of those around her changed since she began her diary? 
2. Describe the way the families celebrate St. Nick’s Day. 
3. Why was Anne unable to write in her journal from December 6-December 22nd? 
4. As Anne reads over her diary, what does she say about her own work? 
5. Explain what Anne writes about on January 5, 1944. 
6. As the new year continues, Anne notes that her feelings, thoughts, and opinions of 

people have changed. Describe those changes. 
7. How do Anne’s feelings for Peter change during the diary? 

 
 

Unit  23  –  Assignments  

Literature 

 Read Diary of a Young Girl entries March 14, 1944 – August 1, 1944. 
 

Activity While Reading: Continue annotating the diary. Make sure you mark any 
words that you do not know and write down their definitions. 

 
Composition 

 Choose one of your journal entries to expand, and type a 2-3 page rough draft for your 
narrative essay. Use the rubric on the Artios Home Companion website to help you. 

▪ A narrative essay should be written in the first person point of view. You should refer 
to the “essay man” structure as you are working on the essay. Make sure your essay 
has a main point (thesis) which you state at the end of your introductory paragraph.  

 Depending on which journal entry you choose to expand, this narrative essay could be 
written as a story, and as such should include the elements of story: character, conflict, 
change, and plot.  

▪ More information on narrative essays can be found here: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/04/ 

 
 

Unit  24  –  Assignments  

Literature 
 

 You should have completed your reading of Diary of a Young Girl  but read any entries 
you may have missed in. 

 

Activity While Reading: Continue annotating the diary. Make sure you mark any 
words that you do not know and write down their definitions. 

 
Composition 

 Edit and turn in your final narrative essay, along with your journal and annotated notes on 
Anne Frank’s diary. Make sure that your essay is free of error and that you have followed 
the rubric on the Artios Home Companion website. 
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