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Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by Harriett Beecher Stowe, gives a fictional but hard look at what life 

would have been like for African American slaves in the 1800s. Stowe was an abolitionist who 

believed that the participation in enslaving another human being was in direct opposition to 

God’s laws. She grew up surrounded by slavery, and as an adult, decided to use her talents as a 

writer to pen an anti-slavery novel.  

Stowe’s tale follows two different story lines: the story of Tom, a man more concerned with 

the freedom of others than his own safety, and the story of George and Eliza Harris, a couple 

who have been separated and are desperately trying reunite and flee to Canada.  

This is not an easy story to read, nor was it an easy one for Stowe to tell. She knew the power 

of Story, and used her talents to make people aware of the cultural evils facing the nation. She 

wrote the novel to get people’s attention, and to let them have a taste of what they were letting 

happen in America. She did not shy away from exploring the brutality of slavery, nor did she 

gloss over the pain that slavery caused.  

Uncle Tom’s Cabin is a story that needs retelling, and that is relevant to our culture today. 

As long as sin exists in this world, God will raise up warriors to fight the injustice, the social 

evils, and the pain that sin brings. Harriett Beecher Stowe was a warrior, and her manuscript, 

a sharp reminder that change will never occur unless people are willing to stand against 

injustice, and fight against sin. 

 

 Author  Spotl ight  

Harriet Beecher Stowe was born in America in 1811, and grew up in a family that encouraged 

the sharing of ideas and the preservation of human rights. All of the children in the family were 

raised to make a difference and influence society for good. Stowe enjoyed writing because she 

felt that it gave her a social platform on which she could express her views on the injustices 

facing her society. She was pro-women’s education, and extremely anti-slavery. She 

successfully used her talents to encourage social change in her time period.  
 

 For more information on Harriet Beecher Stowe please visit this link: 
https://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/ 
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Unit  5  –  Assignments  

 Read the assignment background information. 

 Read Chapters I, III, IV, V, VII, IX, X, XI and XII (1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11 and 12) of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. 

 In your Reading Journal: 
▪ Write a summary of events that take place in each chapter you read. 
▪ Answer this question: ‘What sort of man is Tom?’ 
▪ Describe Tom’s reason for not running away. 
▪ Answer this question: ‘Why do you believe Harriett Beecher Stowe portrayed him in 

the way she did? 
 

 Unit  5  –  Assignment  Background 

The following is the preface to the novel which appears in the first edition of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
 
 
Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Boston: Jewett & Co., 1852 

First Edition Preface 

The scenes of this story, as its title indicates, lie among a race hitherto ignored by the 

associations of polite and refined society; an exotic race, whose ancestors, born beneath a tropic 

sun, brought with them, and perpetuated to their descendants, a character so essentially unlike 

the hard and dominant Anglo-Saxon race, as for many years to have won from it only 

misunderstanding and contempt. 

But another and better day is dawning; every influence of literature, of poetry, and of art, in 

our times, is becoming more and more in unison with the great master chord of Christianity, 

“good-will to man.” The poet, the painter, and the artist now seek out and embellish the 

common and gentler humanities of life, and, under the allurements of fiction, breathe a 

humanizing and subduing influence, favorable to the development of the great principles of 

Christian brotherhood. 

The hand of benevolence is everywhere stretched out, searching into abuses, righting 

wrongs, alleviating distresses, and bringing to the knowledge and sympathies of the world the 

lowly, the oppressed, and the forgotten. In this general movement, unhappy Africa is at last 

remembered; Africa, who began the race of civilization and human progress in the dim, gray 

dawn of early time, but who, for centuries, has lain bound and bleeding at the foot of civilized 

and Christianized humanity, imploring compassion in vain. 

But the heart of the dominant race, who have been her conquerors, her hard masters, has 

at length been turned towards her in mercy; and it has been seen how far nobler it is in nations 

to protect the feeble than to oppress them. Thanks be to God, the world has at length outlived 

the slave-trade! 

The object of these sketches is to awaken sympathy and feeling for the African race, as they 

exist among us; to show their wrongs and sorrows, under a system so necessarily cruel and 
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unjust as to defeat and do away the good effects of all that can be attempted for them, by their 

best friends, under it. In doing this, the author can sincerely disclaim any invidious feeling 

towards those individuals who, often without any fault of their own, are involved in the trials 

and embarrassments of the legal relations of slavery. Experience has shown her that some of 

the noblest of minds and hearts are often thus involved; and no one knows better than they do, 

that what may be gathered of the evils of slavery from sketches like these is not the half that 

could be told of the unspeakable whole. 

In the Northern States, these representations may, perhaps, be thought caricatures; in the 

Southern States are witnesses who know their fidelity. What personal knowledge the author 

has had, of the truth of incidents such as are here related, will appear in its time. It is a comfort 

to hope, as so many of the world’s sorrows and wrongs have, from age to age, been lived down, 

so a time shall come when sketches similar to these shall be valuable only as memorials of what 

has long ceased to be. When an enlightened and Christianized community shall have, on the 

shores of Africa, laws, language, and literature, drawn from among us, may then the scenes 

from the house of bondage be to them like the remembrance of Egypt to the Israelite,—a motive 

of thankfulness to Him who hath redeemed them! For, while politicians contend, and men are 

swerved this way and that by conflicting tides of interest and passion, the great cause of human 

liberty is in the hands of One, of whom it is said: 
 

“He shall not fail nor be discouraged 

Till he have set judgment in the earth.” 

 

“He shall deliver the needy when he crieth, 

The poor, and him that hath no helper.” 

 

“He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence, 

And precious shall their blood be in his sight.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit  6  –  Assignments  

 Read Unit 6 – Assignment Background. 
 Read Chapters XIII, XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XX, XXIV, XXV, and XXVI, (13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 

20, 24, 25, and 26) of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

 In your Reading Journal: 
▪ Summarize the events that have taken place in this week’s reading. 
▪ Answer: What characters are you rooting for? What good qualities have you seen in 

the characters? 
▪ Answer: How does Stowe’s writing portray her worldview? 
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 Unit  6  –  Assignment  Background 

When analyzing a piece of literature, it is imperative that one studies the piece from many 

angles. Simply giving an overview of a plot, or a brief description of a character will not suffice. 

The structure of a literary analysis essay allows a closer look at the elements of literature: plot, 

character, setting, worldview, writing style, and theme. Unlike a book report, which gives a 

broad view of many of these elements, a literary analysis gives a close look at one or two. 

A book report “tells” how the author combined these elements. A literary analysis “shows” 

how these elements are used to create a certain tone within the work of literature.  
The analysis should maintain the structure of an essay. It should appear like this: 
 
 

Paragraph One: Introduction. This paragraph should introduce the story, provide 

background information, and give any other information that will “hook” the reader, and will 

help them to understand your analysis.  

The last sentence of the introduction should be your thesis statement. A thesis statement 

brings the essay into focus and tells the reader what you will be analyzing.  

An example of an introductory paragraph:  

“When you hear the name “Frankenstein,” what comes to mind? Many people today would 

say something like “you mean that large green monster who is brought out in the month of 

October?” Sadly, that is what has become of the classic novel which author Mary Shelley wrote 

in the early nineteenth century. The name of Frankenstein is not even the name of the monster, 

but rather of his creator. The actual novel is nothing like the cartoonish version of the story that 

is portrayed today, but is a moving look at how pride will destroy everything in its path. The 

novel falls into the genre of tragic literature because it shows the downfall of the protagonist, 

the missed opportunity for redemption, and the heartache that only death will heal.” 
 
 

The body paragraphs should expound on the thesis. There are normally three to five body 

paragraphs in the essay, and each body paragraph should contain support from the text to 

support the thesis. Also, each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence, which will 

tell the reader what each paragraph will cover. 
 
 

The last paragraph in the essay is the conclusion, which brings everything together and 

brings the topic around to the thesis again. It is not the time to insert new material, but to 

solidify the ideas you’ve written to your reader.  

Unit  7  –  Assignments  

 Read Unit 7 – Assignment Background. 

 Read Chapters XXVIII, XXIX, XXX, XXXII, XXXIII, XXXVII, XXXVIII, and XL, (28, 29, 
30, 32, 33, 37, 38, and 40) of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

 Choose a topic for your literary analysis. This can be a character study, an analysis of 
Stowe’s writing style, an analysis of how strong her message was in the story, etc. 

 Explore the following website: 
▪ Creating and Using Outlines: 

http://elc.uark.edu/qwc/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/02-Outlines.pdf 

 Create an outline for your literary analysis. 

Page 442 



Modern: High School 
Units 5 – 9: Literature and Composition 

 Unit  7  –  Assignment  Background 

Now that you’ve studied the structure of a literary analysis, it is time to begin the writing 

process.  

The first thing that you will need to do is to come up with a “working thesis” for your essay. 

A working thesis means your main idea for the paper. You write a thesis in order to create your 

outline. This thesis may change once you write your rough draft. That is normal. You can always 

go back and tweak if necessary.  

The second step is to create an outline for your analysis essay. An outline is the blueprint of 

your essay, and the structure which holds everything together. Outlining an essay before you 

begin writing makes the drafting process easier when the time comes. 

The outline is a layout of your essay, and a basic one looks like this: 
I. Introduction – the last sentence being a three point thesis.  

II. Body Paragraph # 1 – discussing the first point in your thesis.  

III. Body Paragraph # 2 – discussing the second point in your thesis.  

IV. Body Paragraph # 3 – discussing the third point in your thesis. 

V. Conclusion. 

Now, as you write your essay, you may find that you need to expand the outline to fit your 

needs, and that is perfectly fine. Your outline should also contain reference to any quote or 

example you want to use as support for your thesis. A more detailed outline example is available 

for you at www.ArtiosHCS.com. 
 
 
 

Unit  8  –  Assignments  

 Read Unit 8 – Assignment Background. 

 Read Chapters XLI, XLII, XLIII XIV, and XV (41, 42, 43, 44, and 45) of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

 Compose a rough draft of your literary analysis. 

 Unit  8  –  Assignment  Background 

It is now time to take the outline you’ve written and turn that into a rough draft of your 

essay. If you’ve created a thorough outline, this process should be a smooth transition. Take the 

points in your outline and add your background information to the introduction. Next, expand 

each “main heading” into a paragraph or more.  

You may find, as you write, that you need more space than one paragraph to expand on a 

certain point. That is okay, adjust your outline as you go if need be. This step is easier to 

accomplish if you already have an outline to work with in the first place. As you write your 

analysis, use your working thesis as a base, and tweak it if you need to in order to strengthen 

your paper.  
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Unit  9  –  Assignments  

 Using your outline and rough draft, complete a final copy of your literary analysis. Be 
sure to check your essay against the rubric found at www.ArtiosHCS.com. 

 

Eliza comes to tell Uncle Tom that he is sold and that she is running away to save her child. 

 

 

Little Eva and Uncle Tom, by Edwin Longsden Long 
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