
Son of C
harlem

agne 
Literature Project Selections

M
A

P IT
B

arbara W
illard provides a m

ap after the
introduction. O

n a large piece of poster
board, recreate this m

ap. M
ake it colorful,

using blue for areas of w
ater, and other colors

for C
harlem

agne's em
pire and States of the

church. A
s you're reading, plot the locations
to w

hich C
arl travels. 

JO
U

R
N

A
L IT

A
t the end of C

hapter 1, G
obbo is full of

sorrow
, yet silent. W

rite a journal entry as if
you are G

obbo, and share your thoughts and
feelings about your fam

ily and your burdens.

R
EA

D
 A

B
O

U
T IT

M
any tim

es throughout our story, K
ing

C
harles reflects upon the B

attle of
R

oncesvalles in w
hich he lost his faithful

leader, R
oland. This event becam

e a legend,
and w

as fictionalized in the  oldest surviving
French m

anuscript, Song of Roland. R
ead

m
ore about this im

portant literary w
ork using

the follow
ing links.

http://m
edievaleurope.m

rdonn.org/literature.htm
l

http://w
w

w
.tim

elessm
yths.com

/arthurian/roland.htm
l

R
ESEA

R
C

H
 IT

Throughout the book, various pieces of
m

edieval clothing are m
entioned. For

exam
ple, in C

hapter 2, M
rs. W

illard
describes A

nghilbert by telling of the  m
antle

and tunic that he is w
earing. R

esearch
clothing of m

edieval days, and draw
exam

ples of clothing that m
ight have been

w
orn by both m

en an w
om

en. M
ake your

draw
ings colorful and label the articles of

clothing. 

C
R

EATE IT
A

t the end of C
hapter 2, A

lcuin tells the story
of the great abbott, B

ede, as he translates the
G

ospel of St. John to his scribe. U
se the

instructions provided on the link below
 to

m
ake your ow

n parchm
ent. O

nce it is
finished, copy your favorite gospel text in

your neatest handw
riting onto the parchm

ent.
N

ow
 w

ould be a great tim
e to learn about and

practice calligraphy, too!
http://w

w
w

.dltk-kids.com
/fantasy/parchm

ent.htm
l

TH
IN

K
 A

B
O

U
T IT

O
n page 48, K

ing C
harles passes the

follow
ing m

essage on to an escaped
com

m
ander: "C

ount O
dilo, You are a

C
hristian w

arrior not a pagan R
om

an
general." W

hat does this m
ean? W

hat w
as the

difference betw
een a C

hristian w
arrior and a

pagan w
arrior? W

rite a paragraph to explain
w

hat you think K
ing C

harles m
eant. 

D
EB

ATE IT
A

s K
ing C

harles heads off to battle the
Saxons, he takes from

 the villages through
w

hich travels, forcing peasants to give up
their m

oney and stripping barns of their
stores of grains. H

ow
 do you feel about this

com
m

on m
ilitary practice? Should it be the

responsibility of the people to give all they

R
EFLEC

T U
PO

N
 IT

A
fter the Saxon m

assacre, C
arl reflects upon

the events that have com
prised his life thus

far and the childhood that he is leaving
behind. R

eflect upon your ow
n life and the

events that have been m
ost im

portant. Then,
create a tim

eline of these events in your
childhood. You m

ight w
ant to m

ake these out

C
O

N
SID

ER
 IT

"A
bsence m

akes the heart grow
 fonder" is a

w
ell-know

n saying. H
ow

ever, as R
oriko and

C
arl return from

 their new
 conquests, C

arl
teases R

oriko about m
issing R

hotrud saying,
"A

bsence is dangerous to affection." W
hat do

you think these statem
ents m

ean? W
hich do

you think is m
ore accurate? W

rite a



have to support their leaders' conquests? O
r is

it tyrannical to take w
ithout reim

bursing the
people that it affects? Fold a piece of paper in
half, and brainstorm

 argum
ents in support of

this practice on one side and argum
ents

against it on the other. Then hold a debate
w

ith another fam
ily m

em
ber and support

your side of the argum
ent. A

t the end, have
your other fam

ily m
em

bers cast votes for the
side w

ith w
hich they agree.

of a double sheet of poster board, a length of
butcher paper, or even a piece of w

ood. A
dd

pictures, either draw
n or in photograph form

,
and add them

 to your tim
eline. 

paragraph answ
ering these questions. M

ake
sure to give exam

ples from
 your ow

n life. 

EX
A

G
G

ER
ATE IT

In C
hapter 7, the w

arrior Eishere of Thurgau
tells tall tales about his conquests. R

esearch
w

hat a tall tale is and read som
e fam

ous tall
tales at the link below

. Then w
rite your ow

n
tall tale about a gam

e that you've w
on, an

adventure you've had, or an injury you've
experienced. B

e sure to use lots of "colorful"
exaggerations. R

ead your tall tale aloud to
your fam

ily or friends, and w
atch their

reactions!

http://am
ericanfolklore.net/folklore/tall-tales/

PR
AY

 A
B

O
U

T IT
C

harlem
agne prayed w

ithout ceasing over the
state of his kingdom

. If you w
ere the

President of the U
nited States, w

hat kinds of
things w

ould bring you to your knees? W
rite

a prayer for your country, and include both
item

s of thanks as w
ell as requests. C

opy this
prayer into the center of a plain piece of

paper, and add illustrations around the edges. 

PIC
TU

R
E IT

W
hen the envoys from

 K
ing O

ffa arrive, they
bring gifts to entice K

ing C
harles to accept

the English princess as a bride for C
arl. O

ne
of these gifts is an illum

inated draw
ing that

bears the likeness of the princess. W
hen the

envoy asks to return w
ith a sim

ilar draw
ing

of C
arl, he refuses, and instead they create a

"likeness of w
ords" to describe him

 (pages
124-125). Exam

ine illum
inated draw

ings on
the internet, and then lightly draw

 an outline
of  a portrait of yourself on a piece of plain
paper. Then, along the the outline that you

have draw
n, describe yourself w

ith a likeness
of w

ords. Think carefully about both your
physical features and character traits that

describe you. Then com
plete your picture by

painting it to look like a m
edieval

illum
ination. 

R
ETELL IT

W
hen Liutgarda begins to fail, the fam

ily
m

akes a pilgrim
age to the shrine of St.

M
artin. W

hile there, A
lcuin tells them

 stories
of m

any of the great saints. C
hoose one of

W
R

ITE IT 
A

t the end of Son of C
harlem

agne, K
ing

C
harles gives a very sim

ple and hum
ble

coronation speech. Pretend that you are being
crow

ned king of an em
pire, and w

rite your



these saints (pages 167-168) to research.
Then retell the story of your saint, in either a

com
ic strip form

 or a m
ini-book form

. 

ow
n speech w

ith your ideals and prom
ises to

the country that has chosen you. Think
carefully about the kind of leader you w

ould
w

ant to have to help you decide the kind of
leader that you w

ould w
ant to be. Then

deliver your speech to the kingdom
 of your

hom
e. 


