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Literature Projects
M

A
P T

R
A

IL
B

efore you begin reading Adam
 of the 

Road, copy the m
ap at the front of the 

book. You m
ight w

ant to enlarge it, too. 
C

olor it neatly, and as you read the 
book, add notes about the details of 
A

dam
's adventures at each location. 

FR
O

M
 M

E
M

O
R

Y
A

 poem
 im

m
ediately after the Table of 

C
ontents tells of A

dam
's yearning to be 

back on the road w
ith his father. 

M
em

orize this poem
, and recite it for 

your friends, fam
ily, or classm

ates. 

M
IN

ST
R

E
L SO

N
G

W
rite a m

instrel song to perform
 for 

your friends. R
em

em
ber w

hat R
oger 

told A
dam

 in C
hapter 2: "A

 m
instrel 

sings w
hat his listeners w

ant to hear. It's 
not for him

 to ease his ow
n sorrow

s or 
tell his ow

n joys. H
e's to find out how

 
his listeners are feeling and say it all for 
them

." 

B
A

N
D

 O
F M

IN
ST

R
E

L
S

M
edieval m

instrelsy encom
passed m

any 
types of perform

ances, including 
acrobatics, storytelling, singing, playing 

m
usical instrum

ents, poetry, dancing, 
and even m

agic tricks--anything that 
m

ight entertain an audience. Plan and 
perform

 a m
instrel act w

ith som
e of your 

friends to show
case your m

any diverse 
talents. 

H
O

LY
 H

ISTO
R

Y
R

esearch m
edieval holy and festival 

days. Select 8 days that interest you 
(m

ake sure to include at least tw
o days 

that are m
entioned in Adam

), and use the 
link below

 to generate a flipbook for 
your holy days. O

nce you have printed 
it, w

rite inform
ation that you have 

learned about each day. C
onsider adding 

pictures to m
ake your flipbook m

ore 
attractive. 
http://w

w
w

.readw
ritethink.org/files/reso

urces/interactives/flipbook/

C
L

A
SSIC

 SPA
N

IE
L 

N
ick is a spaniel, a very com

m
on breed 

of dog during the m
edieval tim

es. 
R

esearch spaniels, and create a portrait 
of w

hat you think N
ick m

ight have 
looked like, based upon both your 
research and the descriptions in the 
book. C

reate this portrait in an oval 
shape on w

hite paper, and then cut it out 
and glue it onto a piece of black 
construction paper. Then w

rite a 
description of the spaniel breed on w

hite 
paper, cut it out, and glue it beneath your 
portrait. 

M
A

L
K

IN
 M

O
D

E
L

D
am

e M
alkin's house, w

hich is 
described in detail in C

hapter 2, is 
typical of a m

edieval peasant living in 
the English countryside. U

se a shoebox 
or other sm

all box to create a dioram
a of 

a peasant cottage. B
e creative in your 

use of m
aterials, and take tim

e w
ith the 

details. You m
ay include other item

s that 
m

ight be found in a peasant cottage that 
aren't specifically m

entioned in the 
book. 

C
A

R
R

IA
G

E
 O

F C
L

AY
A

dam
 first catches sight of M

argery as 
she is riding in the fine de Lisle carriage.  
Exam

ine im
ages of m

edieval carriages, 
and then create a replica. You m

ay use 
clay, but try to think of item

s around the 
house that you can recycle in your 
project, too. M

ake sure to refer to the 
picture at the beginning of C

hapter 3 for 
details. W

hen you're finished, w
rite a 

brief explanation of how
 and by w

hom
 

carriages w
ere used in m

edieval tim
es.

M
E

D
IE

VA
L C

L
O

T
H

IN
G

M
any articles of clothing are m

entioned 
throughout Adam

. R
esearch m

edieval 
clothing, and then cut scraps of fabric or 
colored paper into clothing shapes to 
create a diagram

. G
lue these pieces of 

"clothing" to a piece of card stock and 
label each one of them

.  A
t the bottom

 of 
the page, w

rite an overview
 paragraph 

giving further details about m
edieval 

clothing.

STA
IN

E
D

 G
L

A
SS

The de Lisle fam
ily carried their glass 

w
indow

s w
ith them

 from
 m

anor to 
m

anor. Exam
ine im

ages of stained glass 
from

 m
edieval England, and then design 

your ow
n piece of stained glass w

ith 
m

edieval elem
ents, follow

ing the 
instructions below

. D
on't forget to 

include a m
useum

-style plaque w
ith 

inform
ation about your m

edieval piece.
http://w

w
w

.instructables.com
/id/Faux-

Stained-G
lass/ 

FR
IE

N
D

SH
IPS O

F L
O

N
G
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G

In C
hapter 6, A

dam
 m

akes reference to 
several other sets of friendships that 
have been separated for one reason or 
another: R

oland and O
liver, D

am
on and 

Pythias, and H
orn and A

thulf. B
ut w

ho 
are these people? W

ith your parents' 
help, search the internet for kids 
versions of these classic stories, and pick 
one to study. R

ead it several tim
es, and 

then practice your storytelling skills. Tell 
the tale to your friends or fam

ilies, 
m

instrel-style.

A
L

L T
H

E
 W

O
R

L
D

'S A
 G

A
M

E
The tilting yard w

as a favorite location 
for A

dam
 and his friends, and children 

in A
dam

's day played gam
es just as 

children in today's w
orld do. R

esearch 
m

edieval gam
es for children, and then 

design/create the supplies needed for a 
gam

e of your choosing. W
rite out 

detailed instructions and rules that other 
children w

ould be able to follow
. Teach 

your gam
e to som

eone else. 



G
IL

E
'S FA

IR
The G

ile's Fair w
as not only a real fair, 

but it also still exists today! Learn a little 
bit about how

 this fair has changed over 
the years, and then select a traditional 
G

iles-ian "w
are," either m

edieval or 
m

odern, of your ow
n to peddle.  M

ake a 
num

ber of these item
s, and set up your 

ow
n booth and see if you can convince 

any of your friends to purchase your 
goods. 

C
H

A
R

T
E

R
 T

H
IS

The old gaffer in D
am

e C
larice's kitchen 

tells A
dam

 a story of the G
reat C

harter, 
and it is the first that he has ever heard 
of it. R

ead a translation of the G
reat 

C
harter (also called the M

agna C
arta) 

w
ith your parents, and then re-w

rite it in 
kid-friendly language. Your translation 
should include the pream

ble, 10 of the 
63 w

ritten points (clauses) that you think 
are the m

ost im
portant or interesting, 

and the closing. 

A
L FR

E
SC

O
 

W
hen A

dam
 spent the night at the castle 

in G
uilford, he w

alked through halls 
lined w

ith fresco paintings. This w
as a 

com
m

on artistic technique during this 
tim

e in European history. Follow
 

instructions on the link below
 to create 

your ow
n fresco, w

ith a m
edieval topic. 

Include an artist card w
ith a title for 

your piece of artw
ork and your nam

e.
http://artsm

arts4kids.blogspot.com
/2007

/10/fresco-project.htm
l

W
H

AT
'S IN

 A
 C

R
E

ST
?

Perkin w
as an expert at identifying the 

fam
ily sym

bol contained on the crests of 
arm

or. These sym
bols and colors not 

only helped to tell one fam
ily from

 
another, but also represented certain 
things about a fam

ily. R
esearch the 

sym
bolism

 in heraldry, and then create a 
crest for your ow

n fam
ily out of a large 

piece of cardboard and paint. W
rite a 

paragraph about the sym
bolism

 in the 
colors and im

ages represented on your 
crest. 

W
H

E
R

E
'D

 H
E

 G
O

?
In C

hapter 14, it is said that the robber  
de R

idew
are is captured w

hile A
dam

 
frees D

aun W
illiam

 his friends. W
rite an 

extra chapter to tell about how
 Sir A

dam
 

and his m
en tracked dow

n de R
idew

are 
and w

hat happened w
hen they captured 

him
. 

IT
'S PA

R
L

IA
M

E
N

TA
R

Y, M
Y

 D
E

A
R

A
dam

 begins to hear rum
ors about the 

Parliam
ent, but he doesn't yet 

understand w
hat exactly a parliam

ent 
does. H

ow
 is the current B

ritish 
Parliam

ent different from
 and sim

ilar to 
our ow

n A
m

erican C
ongress? O

n a large 
sheet of paper, create a Venn diagram

, 
and com

pare and contrast these tw
o 

legislative bodies. Include a title and 
pictures, and m

ake sure that your 
diagram

 is neat and thorough. 

SPIC
Y

 A
-FA

IR
The G

ile's Fair had peddlers selling 
m

any item
s, including spices of m

any 
origins. R

esearch com
m

on m
edieval 

spices and their uses, and then create a 
spice palate. D

raw
 a neat chart on a 

piece of card stock w
ith at least 12 

different squares, and add a sm
all sm

ear 
of glue in the center of each one. Then 
sprinkle a different m

edieval spice on 
each section of glue. Label the top of 
each square w

ith the nam
e of that spice, 

and w
rite a "U

se in: ____" section at the 
bottom

 of each square. A
dd a title.

IT
'S A

 M
IR

A
C

L
E

!
A

dam
 had the opportunity to see a 

m
edieval m

iracle play, w
hich w

ere a 
com

m
on w

ay to teach the people about 
the lives and w

orks of saints. "The Fall 
of A

dam
" w

as a real play...read about it! 
Then w

rite your ow
n kid-friendly script 

follow
ing the plot of this fam

ous play. 
Include stage directions, narration, and a 
good dose of creativity.

M
E

D
IE

VA
L M

O
N

E
Y

A
s A

dam
 is traveling around the English 

countryside, he earns and spends m
oney, 

as all m
instrels do, and w

e hear 
references to things such as pennies, 
shillings, and pounds. R

esearch 
m

edieval English currency, and then 
create a gam

e to teach your friends 
about the different types of currency and 
their value.

C
A

N
D

L
E

M
A

S D
AY

The sun is again shining, both literally 
and figuratively, as A

dam
 sets off to find 

N
ick and Perkin. W

hat is C
andlem

as 
D

ay? D
o a little research, and then w

rite 
a children's book to explain the 

significance, history, and custom
s of this 

day of celebration. Your book should be 
designed to teach a K

indergartener about 
C

andlem
as D

ay, and should include 
plenty of illustrations.

M
E

D
IE

VA
L C

H
U

R
C

H
-FO

L
K

A
dam

 encounters m
any clergym

an on 
his journeys. B

ut w
hat do all of these 

people do? R
esearch m

edieval clergy, 
and create a poster to explain the 

different titles and responsibilities of 
these people of the church. Your poster 

should include im
ages and w

ritten 
inform

ation to help teach your topic. 

T
H

E
 R

O
M

A
N

 R
O

A
D

"A
 road's a holy kind of thing." This 

statem
ent is m

ade a few
 tim

es 
throughout this book, and A

dam
 grow

s 
to understand exactly w

hat his father 
m

eans. W
rite a poem

 to honor the life of 
a m

edieval m
instrel and his life on the 

road. Then draw
 a sim

ple im
age of a 

R
om

an road, and copy your poem
 neatly 

onto the road. 


