Robinson Crusoe Literature Projects
	Ships Ahoy!
Shipbuilding was both an art and a science during the 1600s. Use books and the internet to research shipbuilding during this era. Draw a diagram and label important parts of the ship on a piece of poster board. Then create text boxes explaining how these different parts were constructed. You might consider making these text boxes into lift-up flaps, writing the part of the ship on the top of the flap and the information about its construction underneath it.
	Sailors Wanted!
Hurricanes weren't the only dangers that sailors in this day faced! Do some research and discover some of the perils that these sailors might have experienced. Then write an advertisement for the job of a sailor in the 1600s. Include both the character traits and experience that would be necessary for someone applying for this job, along with a  "warnings" section explaining the dangers that the job applicant might encounter. Be creative and make your advertisement visually attractive!
	Furry Friends
Robinson is surprised to find that the ship's dog and two cats have survived the shipwreck, and he makes sure to bring them to the  island with him. Animal rescuers today are always busy finding homes for animals that have been abandoned. Create a flyer to help these pets find a new home! You should tell about their history, describe each animal, and tell how an interested family could get in touch with you. You will also want to include a picture of what these animals look like! Use your imagination!
	What's it Worth?
When Robinson Crusoe returns to his wrecked ship, he is amused by how much money he finds and how useless it is to him now. Use a concordance to see what the Bible has to say about how money should be used. Create a "God's Guide to Money," and copy at least 5 different verses to show other kids your age what they should remember about using money. 

	Home, Sweet Home 
Daniel Defoe gives a great description of the home that Robinson designs for himself. Re-read the section on "Building a Home," and build a diorama to recreate his living quarters. Think creatively when choosing your materials, and use a wide variety of objects in your creation. Include as much detail as you can. Then give an oral presentation to someone who has not read the book, and explain Robinson's reasons for his design.
	Mr. Selkirk, I Presume?
Many people believe that Daniel Defoe based his story of Robinson Crusoe on the adventures of a real man, Alexander Selkirk. Read all about Mr. Selkirk's adventures, and then create a Venn diagram to compare the experiences of these two men. Title your project "Selkirk vs. Crusoe." On the back of your diagram, write a paragraph stating your own opinion: Is Robinson Crusoe based on the life of  Alexander Selkirk?
	Movie Critic
There have been a couple of made-for-film movies based upon this book. With a parent's permission, watch one of these versions (the 1954 version is available for free on YouTube), and as you're watching, make sure to pay attention to the accuracy of the events that occur. Then video yourself giving a critique of the movie, focusing on how accurately it depicts the book. Make sure to include specific examples, and give the movie  a final "grade" at the end. 
	It's a Date!
Each year that he was on the island, Robinson Crusoe paid special attention to the anniversary of his arrival there. Host a family conference and brainstorm at least 10 different events that have been significant in your family's history. These should extend to previous generations, too! Then create a "Calendar of Important Dates" for your family and for each event, list at least two creative ways in which you might celebrate the "anniversary" each year. 


